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ENGLAND VISIT, HOUSING AND WORKS AND HERITAGE PORTFOLIOS 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [9.13 am]:  I visited London and 
Manchester between 16 and 29 September 2005 to review a number of issues critically important to the housing 
and works and heritage portfolios.  Emerging from this visit were a number of key themes that can be applied to 
issues currently confronting my key portfolio.  These include -  

The forthcoming white paper on heritage legislation to be released by the Historic Buildings and 
Monuments Commission for England.  This will provide a potential blueprint for heritage legislation in 
Western Australia. 

The urban renewal design philosophies discussed at the Cityscape 2005 design conference, which 
emphasise the importance of developing sustainable communities.  This can be applied to the 
Department of Housing and Works’ New Living program. 

The governance approach for housing associations adopted by the Housing Corporation.  This will 
provide a useful model for this emerging form of housing delivery in Western Australia. 

The adaptive reuse of publicly-owned heritage buildings, in particular the recently regenerated UK 
Treasury building.  This project provides inspiration and guidance for the forthcoming refurbishment of 
Perth’s Treasury buildings. 

Interior design philosophies in government offices that promote campus-style accommodation and 
maximum open planning, so that even department heads no longer have enclosed offices.  I will now be 
personally reviewing new fit out contracts to ensure that open plan offices are maximised in the 
Western Australian government. 

The benefits that can be harnessed through joint ventures in urban renewal areas, as evidenced by the 
work of organisations such as English Partnerships and New East Manchester Ltd. 

Approaches for minimising antisocial behaviour in public housing estates.  I have asked the Department 
of Housing and Works to review these practices with a view to implementing the ones that we saw in 
the UK here in Western Australia. 

The lessons learnt from this travel were significant and will certainly be reflected in future programs and projects 
within the housing and works and heritage portfolio areas. 

Finally, I take this opportunity to acknowledge the assistance of the following organisations in the UK: English 
Heritage, Ernst and Young, Housing Corporation, Office of Government Commerce, Commission for 
Architecture and the Built Environment, New East Manchester Ltd, City of Manchester, English Partnerships, 
Multiplex and the housing department of the Croydon Council. 

I table the report. 

[See paper 1121.] 
 


